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Environment
Includes: physical space (indoors and outdoors); layout; décor; furniture; resources (including the adults); routines; specific strategies etc.
	1. Visual timetable accessible for all.

	To what extent is this embedded?
	Evidence
Q = question & response                                                                                                                                                                   O = observed practice

	· Fully
· Partially
· Needs development
	

	Examples of good practice to consider:
	Assessor comments/recommendations:

	Is a visual timetable in a place where all can see and is it referred to and used purposefully?
	



	2. The environment is accessible for all.

	To what extent is this embedded?
	Evidence
Q = question & response                                                                                                                                                                   O = observed practice

	· Fully
· Partially
· Needs development
	

	Examples of good practice to consider:
	Assessor comments/recommendations:

	Has the physical space been arranged to enable access by all? Are areas flexible and adaptable?
	



	3. Continuous provision promotes interest and challenge for all.

	To what extent is this embedded?
	Evidence
Q = question & response                                                                                                                                                                   O = observed practice

	· Fully
· Partially
· Needs development
	

	Examples of good practice to consider:
	Assessor comments/recommendations:

	Is the continuous provision planned around children's needs and interests? Do the activities/experiences provide opportunities for children to move on in their learning- even without an adult?
	



	4. Reasonable adjustments are made based on individual need.

	To what extent is this embedded?
	Evidence
Q = question & response                                                                                                                                                                   O = observed practice

	· Fully
· Partially
· Needs development
	

	Examples of good practice to consider:
	Assessor comments/recommendations:

	In place or plans for implementation.
	



	5. Where appropriate, there are specific resources which meet the identified needs identified in children's IEP targets and/or their EHCP.

	To what extent is this embedded?
	Evidence
Q = question & response                                                                                                                                                                   O = observed practice

	· Fully
· Partially
· Needs development
	

	Examples of good practice to consider:
	Assessor comments/recommendations:

	Resources can be linked to targets/EHCP - this can include specialist equipment being used and linking with other professionals to implement this.
	



	6. The routine is flexible & responsive to meet the needs of each individual.

	To what extent is this embedded?
	Evidence
Q = question & response                                                                                                                                                                   O = observed practice

	· Fully
· Partially
· Needs development
	

	Examples of good practice to consider:
	Assessor comments/recommendations:

	Is this evident in practice and can it be explained when asked?
	



	7. One size fits one ethos throughout the environment.

	To what extent is this embedded?
	Evidence
Q = question & response                                                                                                                                                                   O = observed practice

	· Fully
· Partially
· Needs development
	

	Examples of good practice to consider:
	Assessor comments/recommendations:

	
	



	8. The environment is calm and nurturing - incorporating all 8 senses: Visual (Sight), Auditory (Sound), Olfactory (Smell), Tactile (Touch), Gustatory (Taste), Proprioception, Vestibular, Interoception.

	To what extent is this embedded?
	Evidence
Q = question & response                                                                                                                                                                   O = observed practice

	· Fully
· Partially
· Needs development
	

	Examples of good practice to consider:
	Assessor comments/recommendations:

	There are opportunities to use all senses; considerations of children's sensory processing needs and differences are evident in the use of colour/décor/ furniture/ soft furnishings/ lighting/ music etc.
	



	9. Spaces have been created for children who may need to regulate.

	To what extent is this embedded?
	Evidence
Q = question & response                                                                                                                                                                   O = observed practice

	· Fully
· Partially
· Needs development
	

	Examples of good practice to consider:
	Assessor comments/recommendations:

	What spaces/resources are readily available for children to promote self-regulation? Are opportunities built-in for co-regulation? Are the spaces within the main environment and not separate?
	



	10. Children have opportunities to make their own choices and communicate this to others.

	To what extent is this embedded?
	Evidence
Q = question & response                                                                                                                                                                   O = observed practice

	· Fully
· Partially
· Needs development
	

	Examples of good practice to consider:
	Assessor comments/recommendations:

	Use of choice boards or other visual prompts/resources; adults use the language of making choices; respect is shown for children's choices.
	



	11. There is a range of communication strategies used with children, according to their needs.

	To what extent is this embedded?
	Evidence
Q = question & response                                                                                                                                                                   O = observed practice

	· Fully
· Partially
· Needs development
	

	Examples of good practice to consider:
	Assessor comments/recommendations:

	A range of communication strategies are used consistently by all staff- visuals/signing/non-verbal cues/choice boards/objects of reference etc.
	



	12. Staff teams work together to create environments that reflect both the perspective and developmental needs of the children.

	To what extent is this embedded?
	Evidence
Q = question & response                                                                                                                                                                   O = observed practice

	· Fully
· Partially
· Needs development
	

	Examples of good practice to consider:
	Assessor comments/recommendations:

	Can educators share how they have reflected as part of a team to create the environment by thinking about the child's height, physical needs, sensory needs etc? Is there regular discussion about the impact of the environment?
	



	13. Children have opportunities to see themselves learning and developing.

	To what extent is this embedded?
	Evidence
Q = question & response                                                                                                                                                                   O = observed practice

	· Fully
· Partially
· Needs development
	

	Examples of good practice to consider:
	Assessor comments/recommendations:

	Displays reflecting all children's learning- can children engage and interact with these? Are staff sharing journals/scrapbooks/photo albums/talking floor books with children regularly?
	

	14. There is a celebratory approach to learning & development.

	To what extent is this embedded?
	Evidence
Q = question & response                                                                                                                                                                   O = observed practice

	· Fully
· Partially
· Needs development
	

	Examples of good practice to consider:
	Assessor comments/recommendations:

	How are children's achievements shared in the moment? How are these shared with others- peers, educators, family, professionals?
	



	15. Resources are clearly labelled.

	To what extent is this embedded?
	Evidence
Q = question & response                                                                                                                                                                   O = observed practice

	· Fully
· Partially
· Needs development
	

	Examples of good practice to consider:
	Assessor comments/recommendations:

	Photographs, clear accurate writing, labels in visible places.
	



	16. There is a flexible approach to the use of both indoor and outdoor environments.

	To what extent is this embedded?
	Evidence
Q = question & response                                                                                                                                                                   O = observed practice

	· Fully
· Partially
· Needs development
	

	Examples of good practice to consider:
	Assessor comments/recommendations:

	Evident through practice: is free-flow enabled where possible? Can children engage with experiences in their preferred environment?
	

	17. Educators spend quality time alongside the children, playing and interacting, rather than undertaking other tasks.

	To what extent is this embedded?
	Evidence
Q = question & response                                                                                                                                                                   O = observed practice

	· Fully
· Partially
· Needs development
	

	Examples of good practice to consider:
	Assessor comments/recommendations:

	Is there an appropriate balance between staff being able to spend time with the children, supporting their learning and development, and them having to undertake other tasks such as observations/paperwork/prep for routines etc?
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